September 14, 2008

                                                                            FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Chris Martin to continue his Campaign for 23rd Circuit Judge as a write-in Candidate.  

Despite an abrupt and unexpected decision by the Michigan Supreme Court, overturning 4 prior rulings in his favor, Chris Martin vowed to fight on today, citing widespread community support and his belief that the residents of Alcona, Arenac, Iosco and Oscoda Counties should retain their constitutional right to choose their 23rd Circuit Court Judge.

"I have had an outpouring of support asking me to proceed; and I believe that the right to vote, run for office and hold elected officials responsible for their actions is the bedrock upon which this country is founded," Martin explained.  

Martin believes that those who are urging him to run have two motivating factors: The performance of the current circuit judges, and the injustice of excluding a qualified candidate from the ballot because of an error on behalf of the Secretary of State.

"We have two current 23rd Circuit Judges who have marked their terms by reducing their workload, unloading a large number of cases onto other Judges; and who have openly stated that they don't want to be "required to campaign," Martin pointed out.  "The voters see that they have worked harder in an effort to avoid a contested election, than they ever have in their constitutional duties".

In anticipation of this announcement those who oppose a contested election have been spreading misinformation regarding write-in votes. The public should be assured of a few points: Writing-in a candidate’s name for any position will not spoil an entire ballot if the write-in is done improperly.  The mere misspelling of a name will not automatically cause your vote to not be counted.   Our system is designed to count a vote when there is a clear indication of intent to cast a vote for a certain candidate.  Sticker voting is still legal and acceptable in Michigan. While election officials cannot take a name off a list you bring to the polls and place it on your ballot for you, officials will be available at every poll to assist those who have a desire, but don’t know how to vote for a candidate.  

Most importantly--When allowed to vote for more than one candidate for any office, voting for less than the maximum number allowed will not invalidate an otherwise proper ballot.  Voting for more than the maximum number of candidates in a category, spoils the ballot for that category only.  The voters of Alcona, Arenac, Iosco and Oscoda Counties should bear in mind that the incumbents have stated several times that “they did not want to be required to campaign for re-election.”  In turn you are not required to vote for either of them.

Information will be made more available as the election nears.  There is an organizational meeting open to all Martin supporters set for Wednesday, September 17, at 5:30 p.m., at the American Storage Offices, 664 Aulerich Road, East Tawas, Michigan 48730.  More informational meetings will be scheduled in advance of the ballots being sent.  

Chris Martin

