Williston Basin Oil show for Oct. 9 & 11, 2010 

Welcome to Williston Basin Oil News… The numbers this week are record breakers.  North Dakota’s Department of Mineral Resources reported Friday that a record number of rigs are drilling now in North Dakota’s oil patch.  The number, now at 154, breaks the record of 148 rigs that set an earlier record in October of 1981.  

Government and industry officials say modern drill rigs that use advance horizontal drilling techniques are four to eight times more efficient than rigs that drilled vertical wells back in the 1980’s.  And, each active oil rig represents about 40 direct jobs and 80 indirect jobs in North Dakota.  Of course, nearly all the rigs at present are aimed at the rich Bakken shale formation and Three Forks-Sanish oil reservoirs.   That late breaking story is courtesy of the Associated Press.

As stated before all rigs that are drilling North Dakota and Montana locations are found in western North Dakota and Eastern Montana.  

Williston's Economic Development Executive Director Tom Rolfstad says the surge out west is not an oil boom, but an oil industry, saying it isn't going away anytime soon. He expects Williston and other western towns in the Bakken Shale to double in the next 5 years. It'll leave them in need of everything from oil workers, to doctors, bakers, and waitresses.

Tom Rolfstad says it's a problem much of the country would like to have. 

Rolfstad says he needs thousand of people and Rolfstad says they are short on almost everything, but the biggest thing is housing. 

We’ll offer Vista Publishing’s latest finding and statistics when Williston Basin Oil News continues in a moment.

Part two… Williston Basin Oil News…

Vista Publishing’s latest number is 151 rigs, as that number fluctuates on a day to day basis in the Bakken.  There were 40 new locations in North Dakota in this past week alone.  Montana sports 7 rigs drilling with 3 new locations in the past week.

New permits are being issued all the time and for this week, there are 52 new permits for drilling, including 13 for McKenzie County, 14 permits for Williams County, and 5 in Mountrail County with the remaining permits issued for Stark, Dunn, Billings, McLean, Divide, Bottineau and Renville Counties.  
Drilling for Oil in North Dakota has reached record levels according to the Infogram of the Dakotas and the Montana Gram… as published weekly by Vista Publishing of Minot.  You can reach them for printed information, locations, and statistics by visiting  www.vistapubl@srt.com, or call Randy and Jamie Becktold at 701-837-8290. Today’s Williston Basin Oil News is also taken from the wires of the Associated Press and Williston Wire, an internet new publication.
And, listen again, as the Williston Basin Oil news report continues to break new records in the Bakken.  

